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15" September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Re: Curriculum Information for Half Term 1 (3" September — 24" October 2025)

As we begin our second full week back in school, | wanted to write to you all with an
overview of learning opportunities here at Huish. The information in this letter outlines
Curriculum, Home-Learning, and Extra-curricular activities for this term.

Through our curriculum, we provide a wide range of learning experiences both inside and
outside of the classroom, aimed at fostering a love of learning and providing opportunities to
experience success and fulfilment. Leaders and teachers at HEA and United Learning plan
the content, and the sequence of learning, very carefully to aid efficiency and create
meaningful connection. We hope that you find the information helpful and a starting point to
enable positive discussions at home about subject content and the opportunities that are
available within school.

Below is the content that Year 11 students should expect to be taught during half-term 1 of
this academic year:

Subject What will my Year 11 child learn in this subject during Term 1?
English Literature — Teaching of An Inspector Calls and revision of English Language Paper 2.
Maths Recurring Decimals; Quadratic Sequences; Simultaneous Equations.
(Higher)
Maths ) . N , o .
. Algebraic Manipulation; Similar Shapes; Congruence; Simultaneous Equations.
(Foundation)
Science (all) | Ecology; Rates of Reactions; Forces.
RE Relationships; Life and Death.

Geography | The Challenge of Urbanisation and Changing Economic World.
History Origins of the Cold War.

French Travel and Tourism.
German “Meine Ecke” — Local Area and Region.
Spanish Travel and Tourism.
Art Sustained Project 2 — Sketchbook Skills.
Busm_ess Business Operations and Finance.
Studies
Computer Algorithms and Computational Thinking.
Science
Drama Design for ‘DNA’ / Performance form Text.
Film Studies Through the Lens of ‘Specialist Writing’, an exploration of Juno, analysing its narrative,

style, and form.
Food Tech | NEA 1: Working from the Chosen Area.
H&S Care | Coursework Component 2: Factors that Affect Health and Wellbeing.

Music Coursework Component 2: Music Skills Development.
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Boys Girls
Developing core skills, tactics and Developing core skills, tactics and
Core P'.E (on leadership through rugby. leadership through hockey.
a rotation) Developing core skills and tactics in water Developing core skills and analysis of
polo. performance through badminton.

GCSE PE | Ethical and Socio-Cultural Issues in Physical Activity and Sport.

BTEC Sport | Planning Drills and Conditional Practices to Develop Participants’ Sporting Skills.
Product
Design

Psychology | Social Influence; Brain and Neuropsychology.

Textiles Coursework: NEA. Research and Designing from the Chosen Context.

Coursework: NEA. Designing for their Chosen Context.

Home Learning

At HEA, we know the impact that home learning can have on student progress. The EEF
states that 5+ months of additional progress is expected when students regularly complete
meaningful homework throughout their time in Secondary school.

Our knowledge-rich curriculum places a high emphasis on the power of knowledge — you
cannot apply what you do not know. Therefore, the majority of our home learning heavily
promotes the learning of key terms and definitions that will be vital for success within
lessons. This Home Learning can be found in our Knowledge Organisers (available on the
website) and class teachers will state which section of the KO should be prioritised each
week/fortnight. All students receive a physical copy of the KO, and this becomes an
important part of their daily equipment.

To complement this learning of key terms, we also ask students to complete ‘application
work’; where the knowledge can then be utilised in authentic settings. This emphasis on
application work grows over time, and so the weighting of KO-work to application work will
alter from Years 7-11. All application tasks should be completed to a 100% success rate or
display a total time of 30-minutes minimum for attempting the set questions.

Application work becomes even more important during KS4, and so homework will vary by
department to ensure it meets the needs of pupils for that specific course. For subjects with
non-examined assessments (coursework), some research tasks may also be set.

MS Teams

At HEA, we use Microsoft Teams to support with Home Learning. All students have access
to this platform through their school email address (ending @huishepiscopi.org) and their
Teams are automatically updated through our registers. All passwords remain the same as
last academic year for Years 8 — 11.

Homework will be added as ‘Assignments’ for students to check and then ‘Hand-In’, with
Guardian summaries automatically enabled to begin from Sunday 21 September. Our
website offers an overview of using MS Teams, but please do not hesitate to contact your
child’s tutor, or our IT team with any queries.
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Sparx

Our Maths and Science departments utilise Sparx for application work, and students can log
in to these platforms using the ‘Log in with Microsoft’ button. We upload our curriculum plans
to the platform, and therefore the questions generated offer consolidation work on what has

been completed within class.

Class teachers can view insights into which videos students have used to support them and
use this to support future planning on what to reteach. The programme also responds to
success rates, and ensures the questions are the correct difficulty level for the student. For
this reason, we ask that students complete this independently of you, though we do greatly
value your support.

Set on the Platform Due for Completion

Sparx Maths Every Thursday at 8am Every Wednesday at 8pm

Sparx Science Every Friday at 3pm Every Friday at 3pm

Seneca

Our English department, alongside specific Options subjects use Seneca to provide
additional application work. Again, students use the ‘Log in with Microsoft’ button to access
the platform, and work is allocated to each class by the Head of Department. Parent guides
to the platform can be found here.

Extra-Curricular Activities

Club When? Who? Where?
: Wednesdays, Open to everyone in
vear8+Voices | ng:30_ 09:10 Year 8 and above | MY2
Open to everyone
. Thursdays,
Huish Orchestra 08:30 — 09-10 yvho plays an MU2
instrument
Karaoke Club Tuesda_lys, All Year Groups MU2
Lunchtime
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Autumn Term 1
Extracurricular Sports Clubs

Girls Rugby External Coach Lower Field 15:30 - 16:30

9/10/ 11 Table Tennis Gymnasium 13:30 - 14:00

" Rugby Top Field 15:30 - 16:30
Tuesday
Hockey AGP 15:30 - 16:30

Rugby Top Field 15:30 - 16:30

Rugby Top Field 15:30 - 16:30
Wednesday
9/10 Hockey AGP 15:30 - 16:30

718 Table Tennis Gymnasium 13:30 - 14:00
All Years Girls Football AGP 15:30 - 16:30

Thusday
Rugby BW Top Field 15:30 - 16:30

Rugby External Coach Top School 15:30 - 16:30
(sv)

9/10/11 Table Tennis SV Gymnasium 13:30 - 14:00
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Yours sincerely,

Mr Davis
Vice Principal — Quality of Education
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